The Separation Between Addiction
Treatment and Healthcare

History

For much of the 20th century, the primary social response to
addiction was confinement (e.g., jails, asylums).

In the 1960s, drug use became more common and mainstream.
By the 70s, it was clear that we needed a system to provide
addiction treatment.

The existing health care system was neither trained to care for,
nor especially eager to accept, patients with addictions.

Starting in the 70s, new addiction treatment programs were
created, expanding to more than 14,000 locations across the US.
With the exception of detoxification in hospitals, virtually all
addiction treatment was delivered by programs that were
geographically, financially, culturally, and organizationally
separate from mainstream health care.
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"It no longer makes sense to keep substance use disorders
segregated from other health issues."
Surgeon General Vivek Murthy

What Does Better Integration Look Like?

New or Improved...

Organizational Clinical Approaches
Structures Health IT in Primary Care
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Care Organizations Drug Monitoring Programs interventions

Source: Chapter 6 of Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General's
Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and Health

https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/surgeon-generals-report.pdf
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